Sprout E-course and Pearson Foundation Inspire Young Activist
Liesl Harewood is a young visionary. After witnessing the daily struggles of unemployment and poverty in rural Barbados, Liesl realized that people could utilize their own heritage and traditions to spur economic development. With the resources provided by TIG’s Sprout E-course and Pearson Foundation, her vision of an empowered and sustainable community is becoming a reality.
The rural community of Rock Hall is located at the centre of the island of Barbados, away from the city and tourist attractions.  Due to its location, this village has lost out on the economic boost that tourism has afforded other parts of the island, making life in the agricultural village a daily struggle.  They are beginning to feel the effects of the recession, and as Liesl describes, “Everyday people are getting laid off, people are getting a bit more desperate”.  Lacking government support, the people of Rock Hall have become stranded in their way of life, with many turning towards alcoholism.
Yet instead of seeing the community trapped in a vicious cycle of hardship, Liesl Harewood, a young entrepreneur, envisioned a way for Rock Hall to become a major tourist attraction, thus creating jobs and empowering the village. She knew that Rock Hall was the first freedom village on the island, where emancipated slaves had settled. It was also en route to other tourist destinations, which she saw as an ideal opportunity to set up small business stands along the roadside to sell handmade crafts. Liesl believes that tourists to the island would enjoy experiencing “what life is like in a real Barbados community”.  By promoting village culture and history, the central part of the island would become an interesting feature. With the help of the Sprout E-course, Liesl Harewood has begun to put her plans into action.
The Sprout E-course is an innovative new program that gives young people platform to develop their ideas through co-learning with other participants, including mentors in all parts of the world. It was the product of a 3 year partnership with the Pearson Foundation, an organization which invests in educational partnerships that support community based education worldwide. Pearson support has made the program widely accessible by offering grants to any participant who would not be able to afford the course.
Sprout is an amazing opportunity for people like Liesl who want to tackle problems facing their communities but may not have the knowledge and support needed to translate ideas into actions.  Sprout has helped people from around the globe connect over a shared interested in seeing the world become a better place. As Leisl puts it, Sprout and the Pearson Foundation “are making a difference, not only in the participants’ lives, but within the communities.”
